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Pathfinders for Change 
New World Citizens - New Evolutionaries 

 

Part 1 – New Visions of the Future 
 

Summary 
 
What kind of future do we really want for ourselves, our children for humanity and for our Planet? A 
critical question as we ponder the future of our current world civilisation. True this has served to 
help the human race to reach these times, but is it really fit for the future? Widespread problems 
have been caused by our ways and history, and we are now engaged in a major process of fire-
fighting to try and save our civilisation from potential collapse. This is an important job that needs to 
be done if only to buy us some more time. But does it really point the way to the future? 
 

Surely a completely new vision is needed 
urgently, and indeed is well within the 
possibilities of humanity. Our whole history is 
one of the evolution of our form and 
consciousness, and this has happened several 
times over the last five million years. As it is 
almost always the darkest hour that comes 
before the dawn of another human 
evolutionary step, who can deny that another 
step is possible and even pointed to by our 
current predicament, as well as by the upswell 
of exploration of new consciousness, visions  

and spirituality across the world. 
 
We have also come to realise that humans are not just individual unconnected islands in the ocean 
of humanity, where individual efforts are small and irrelevant. In fact we now know that we all have 
the same origin, are from the same close family, and that we all interconnected in a universe where 
subtle energies and fields of consciousness seem to connect everything in quite extraordinary ways.  
Indeed, a single life  can make an enormous difference, for truly it can be said, ‘Change yourself and 
you change the world.’ 
 
How to explore a new vision for a new civilisation yet to appear? Templates for Change begins by 
proposing Seven Essential Mind-shifts from which to approach the vision of New World Citizens -  
those who will pioneer the transition to the new times. 
 

Living in challenging times 
 
It’s very clear that today we live in a most remarkable time of change on this Planet. But rather than 
just facing an era of big problems, are we not also experiencing a new epoch with even greater 
opportunities? 
 
You might be forgiven for thinking that the human race only faces one major issue – climate change - 
caused mainly by our dependence on carbon based energy such as oil, coal and gas.  It almost seems 
that if we can come up with some technological wizardry we can simply switch from these carbon 
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based fuels to more renewable energy. So 
we can  continue with our energy demanding 
lives, but in a non-carbon based electrical 
energy world; as one example, by simply 
switching our petrol cars to electric cars. 
 
But the truth is that our civilisation is facing a 
whole series of challenges alongside climate 
change – changes that go to the heart of the 
way we have lived, since at least the 
beginning of the industrial revolution. 
 

¶ Population growth, increasing to 
over 9 billion plus by 2050 

¶ Growing water shortages on a global scale 

¶ Food shortages as increasing demands meet climate constraints 

¶ Biodiversity collapse leading to a possible mass extinction event this century 

¶ Increasing pollution of air, sea and land 

¶ Health challenges, both physical and mental – including potential pandemics 

¶ Economic, social and political disorder 
 
Whither the bee? 
 
All these issues are interconnected and compound the problems, as the plight of the humble bee 
highlights – one of an endless list of examples. As the human population has grown and our world 
has become more polluted with chemicals, biodiversity and habitats have been destroyed. The bee 
in the face of this onslaught has suffered an unprecedented collapse. But this is far more than just a 

‘pity’; it is deeply serious for our own fate, because bees 
are responsible for pollinating over 30% of all food crops 
that humans rely on. ‘Dire food problems’, ‘abrupt 
(human) population corrections’,, humans to ‘face the 
same fate as the honeybees’, are all phrases that pepper 
news reports, and point to dire consequences for us. 
 
Most profoundly, these issues collectively indicate an 
underlying spiritual disconnection from a universe and 
natural world, a connection that is critical to the very 
fabric of life on our planet.  
 
A new vision for a new civilisation? 
 
As we search for solutions one thing has become clear 
today: while it is important for us to identify with our 
local community, is it now even more important for us to 
take a global perspective. Today we cannot simply save 
our own community or country - we are all now so 

interconnected in so many ways, that to save ourselves we must save the world. This means that 
first and foremost we all need to become world citizens. 
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There’s no doubt that we need to make an urgent individual and collective response to the 
immediate threats outlined above, and do our bit to mitigate their damaging effects. But is there 
really a long term solution to be found in just simply responding to problems of earlier eras using 
yesterday’s methods? Do we not need to also build a new vision of the new future we see is 
needed? 
 
All, or any of the issues already highlighted may prove catastrophic … hopefully they won’t. But in 
seeking a new vision, they collectively indicate that we can’t just approach this by winding the clock 
back to how we lived before the era of fossil fuel.  For one thing, there are now almost 10 times as 
many of us to care for on the planet. Nor does a future of ever more high-technology solutions 
provide the basis for the kind of sensitivity needed to forge a new relationship with our planet: a 
relationship that is fundamental to our survival. 
 
We simply have to ask:  Is our current civilisation any longer fit for purpose?  Or does it require, not 
just adjustments but a radical overhaul if the human race is going to continue?  Is a new civilisation 
needed for the new epoch we are entering? 
 

Humans - a continuous trace of evolution 
 
If life had changed little over the millennia then it 
might seem to an impossible dream to change our 
future in any radical way. But in truth the opposite 
is the case. Evolution and update and change are 
fundamental processes in creation and are built into 
the genes of all life on the Planet. In the case of 
humans this has led to at least 5 major evolutionary 
updates in the last 5 million years, and certainly 
more intermediary ones as well. 
 
The profoundly inspiring feature of our human 
history is that over the whole period that we know 
of there have been continual evolutionary updates 
of form, intelligence, consciousness and spirituality, 
connected to the appearance of new human 
species.  We ourselves (Modern Humans) finally 
replaced a previous species (Archaic Humans) as 
recently as about 28,000 years ago - a mere blink of an eye in the billions of years of geological time. 
 
We, the new humans, arrive 
 
As in almost all evolutionary updates, the older human species of Archaic Humans lived side by side 
with us new Modern Humans, as we spread out through the world, whilst the older and less 
advanced species declined and became extinct. 
 
In this last event there must have been a truly historic moment in Europe when the Archaic Humans, 
(who we now call Neanderthal), first met our direct ancestors (sometimes called Cro Magnon). Quite 
possibly this world history changing event occurred in a forest clearing about 40,000 years ago 
somewhere in the Carpathian Mountains of Romania as Modern Humans advanced from their 
homeland in Africa to explore further and further into Europe. 
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All the evidence available to us shows how we, the new humans, have evolved. 

¶ An enhanced spirituality which opened our minds beyond the planet into the universe. 

¶ A heightened consciousness of ourselves and the world - as illustrated by our art. 

¶ A greater intelligence and flexibility that enabled us to better adapt. 

¶ A stronger exploratory urge that has taken us to every corner of the earth. 
 
The next big leap 

 
After our first appearance some 130,000 years ago, and many 
further evolutions of consciousness and spirituality since then, 
we now face a major and dramatic watershed.  Today we find 
ourselves struggling to build a viable future as we face the 
reality that our current way of life is starting to fail.  We are now 
having to ask whether our world civilisation is cutting off the 
very branch of the tree of life on which it sits?  
 
Has the time come (again) for a more evolved human model  - 
one with an enhanced spirituality that can lift us above our self-
focused existences?  A new human with an enhanced 
consciousness and sensitivity that is better able to connect to 
the world and the universe in which we live; that has the 
advanced capabilities and intelligence to rise above the excesses 
of our current ways of life? 

 
This may sound devoutly to be wished... but will it, can it, happen?  Considering that the 
evolutionary process has been at the heart of universal development for the past 14 billion years … 
unless this process just decides to arbitrarily stop in the 21st century, the question is more 
accurately: ‘Can human evolution NOT happen?’  Then 
the question remains ‘When?’ And if it is simply a 
question of ‘when’... why not now – when it is clearly 
needed? 
 
Perhaps this evolutionary step forward IS happening 
now.  Is there evidence of a surge of new 
consciousness, spirituality and values?  Is there proof 
of new understandings taking place across broadly 
dispersed fields of learning and humanity? 
 
Living as we may be in the transition between the 
dying of an old and out-dated civilisation and the birth 
of something dramatically new, all is of course not 
black and white. But the indications are quite 
remarkable and strengthening all the time that a new evolutionary step forward may indeed be 
appearing 
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A new view of the universe  
 
Heralding this, there now appears to be a growing tide of revolutionary new understandings about 
our universe flooding in alongside a surge of new wisdom in the sphere of human philosophy, 
psychology, creativity, enhanced faculties and much more. We have recently discovered, for 
example, that the universe is 74% constituted of previously unknown ‘dark’ energy, and 22% ‘dark’ 
matter, This is currently a mystery, and is revolutionising our views of cosmology, for it appears that 
all our scientific views to date have been based in studying only 4% of the universe! 
 
The connected universe 
Although traditional spiritual views have long held that the universe is a connected whole, science 
and philosophy particularly over the past two hundred years has given us the view that creation is a 
largely mechanistic affair where linkages occur with limited speeds and means, and distance means 
separation. Today, however, we are discovering a dramatic new synthesis of science and spirituality 
in which at a deeper level the universe is seen as an interconnected entity in which all parts arise 
from the same source. In this model, changes reverberate and influence throughout the whole and 
connections and information transfers instantly across vast distances.  
 
The consciousness fundamental  
The 20th century doctrine has mainly been that consciousness has little relevance to the deeper 

workings of the universe and anyway is probably 
confined to local situation at the edge of creation. The 
new paradigm, far closer to ancient spiritual views, holds 
that consciousness is in fact integral to the processes of 
the universe and is like a deeper energy ‘field’ at the 
heart of creation, a ‘cosmic plenum’. As one example, 
quantum experiments indicate that human 
consciousness in the form of a witness far from being 
peripheral can in fact affect and mediate both 
fundamental energy and matter.  
 
9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
We know that the Earth supports life by maintaining a 
finely tailored set of conditions over millions of years - 
without which life could not exist at all, let alone thrive 
and evolve. We are now discovering that the Earth seems 
to act as a living entity, and has a kind of self-balancing 
and auto-immune system that moderates fluctuations 
that threaten the conditions needed for life and promote 
regeneration and evolution. Therefore if humans 
continue to be the problem, we may expect the Earth to 

seek to moderate or remove the irritant, while alternatively if we become our own solution we may 
expect the immune system to promote and enhance this.  
 
The evolutionary urge 
Is evolution a profound influence that originates at the very heart of the universe? Or is it only a 
transient local phenomenon based on a mechanistic response such as ‘natural selection’? As our 
understanding of the universe grows, we know that there are important local responses, but 
increasingly, the universe appears to be the engine of evolution. This based on fundamental, 
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immutable principles that governs the  ‘evolution’ of the universe from the beginning, to the 
appearance of all life forms that we know, to ourselves and to new life forms in the future.. 
 

An evolution in human possibility 
 
New spiritual paradigms 
There is an extraordinary phenomenon whereby new spiritual ‘breakouts’ and leaps of 
consciousness  appear throughout the millennia in waves of new philosophies, new value systems, 
new religions, new scientific discoveries, music, art and other forms of new knowledge.  One such 
time of extraordinary update of spiritual consciousness occurred around 500 BC with the 
appearance of Buddha, Lao Tzu, Confucius, Zoroaster, Socrates, Pythagoras and a group of other 
Greek philosophers and scientists exploring the natural laws of the universe. Today yet another 
wave of new spiritual exploration is appearing and spreading, giving credence to the best of the past, 

but also pioneering oncoming further 
evolution in our spiritual development. 
 
New consciousness and thought  
Where do totally new, never-been-before  
ideas actually come from - the ‘Eureka’ 
moment?  Much evidence indicates that 
really original ideas are far more leaps of 
inspiration, intuition and connection than 
simply an extension of old ones. For 
example, it took decades to ‘prove’ 
Einstein’s leaps of intuition on relativity. 
Evolution itself appears to happen in waves 
and surges too, and indeed advances in 

human ideas and consciousness seem to occur in exactly the same way: as flashes of connective 
genius. Today  we seem to be riding the crest of one of those waves - not of technological 
improvement (which is for the most part an extension of what already exists), but of radical new 
insights into how humans need to rethink their values, live our lives and build a new harmony with 
the planet and the universe. 
 
New human capabilities and sensitivities 
We humans see, we touch, we smell, we are all aware of these vital but more obvious of our human 
capabilities.  However, in these new times we are discovering that we also have more subtle 
sensitivities, natural capabilities that are gaining a new awareness and recognition and point to a 
radically different perspective on life. From a fog of confusion research is now establishing that 
faculties such as intuition, telepathy and mental connections over distance do have a foundation in 
reality. The new epoch is opening a window on human capabilities and sensitivities that are far 
beyond those we have been educated to believe possible. 
 
New relationship with nature 
As part of their birthright, humans have a sensitivity and sympathetic relationship with the natural 
world that sustains us, and which is understood to be sacred by most indigenous peoples. But our 
current civilisation has turned our attitude to the planet from respect to how to exploit it as a 
resource, from protection to pollution. But a new epoch is dawning wherein the natural value of a 
harmony with other life, the earth and creation is becoming requisite to a responsible, moral life. We 
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are starting to realise that the problems we are creating are the results of failure to respect and 
cherish the very fabric of life upon which we depend.  
 
Exploring the energy world 
We are well aware that our world is part physical and part energy, part 
matter and part magnetism and electricity. But in these new times we 
are also exploring a world of yet more subtle energies that flow through 
the natural worlds and the human which affect all aspects of life. At the 
human level we now understand far better subtle energy systems such 
as the aura, and energy healing technologies such as acupuncture, and 
we are making continuing discoveries that point to the fundamental 
nature of these subtle energies and their importance to life and to our 
future.  

 
The dawning of a new epoch? 
 
Given that we are poised – precariously - at the interim point between the past and future, with one 
foot in each world, it is crucial that we maintain the civilisation that supports us, while fire-fighting 
problems as they arise.. if only to buy more time. 
 
But that said, it is vital that our important actions and vision be focused on the future we want to 
create with its new values, spirituality and templates for living. We need to have this vision ever 
before us as we seek to catch the wave of evolutionary advancement that beckons – the best of the 
past as a platform to the future that awaits us. 
 
Pathfinders for Change 
 
Evolution appears now to be a combination of the urge, which lives at the core of creation, to 

evolve, and the urge to survive and 
improve built into the DNA of all living 
things. Is a new wave of evolution upon 
us? Will we demonstrate a strong 
enough determination to survive and 
upgrade to match this and create a 
new world? 
 
The tide of a new time will not come in 
all at once... it will happen in waves.   
Throughout history it has been 
invariably the case that new waves of 
thought and spiritual values begin with 
the few and spread to the many. 

 
 It is the work of the Pathfinders for Change, the New World Citizens, to be in the vanguard of 
building a new future and be pioneers in finding a way towards it.  
 


